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Cluster Studies

· Cluster studies describe a means of combining separate applications into a single System Impact Study with site specific issues identified for each applicant, without binding each respective applicant to the feasibility or completion of the other clustered projects
· Members of the cluster retain independent application IDs, and are issued independent ISA's, construction schedules, etc.
· Members will pay their allocation of the Impact Study fees as a deposit for joining the cluster. Applications that do not pay the deposit will not be included in the study, and will be treated as an independent project. 
· Cluster study timelines for the SIS and Detailed Study phases will follow the Complex Standard Path
· The applicants are combined in a cluster until the SIS phase is complete. Clustered applicants will pursue ISA's, construction, and final interconnection independently.  
· If any cluster study applicant makes significant or moderate change during SIS, the study will follow the significant and moderate path defined in the Tariff.
· If any cluster study applicant decides not to move forward after the SIS is completed, the SIS must be revisited. The timeline to revisit the cluster study will be by mutual agreement  
· The total cost indicated in the cluster study will be divided appropriately amongst the applicants. 
 

Fixed Window

· Two fixed windows will be designated per calendar year. 
· Jan 1 - May 31
· June 1 - Dec 31
· Once an application queue has been established in an area of electrical commonality (see Electrical Interdependence), a cluster study will be initiated and commence in the subsequent fixed window.
· Applications that become queued within the duration of a fixed window will be eligible to enter a cluster in the subsequent fixed window.  
 

Electrical Interdependence

· Electrical interdependence shall be defined per utility, as each utility will ultimately determine the potential size of a cluster, and will have to manage its resources to accommodate these clusters (e.g. a utility that defines electrical interdependence on the substation level will drive larger clusters, therefore the studies will be more involved)
· In general, electrical interdependence is triggered when the outputs of two or more applications can be combined at any point on the distribution or sub-transmission system. This includes:
· Applications on the same feeder
· Applications on adjacent feeders served by a common substation bus, whose total capacities exceed the minimum feeder load in any season (at which time the outputs would be combined at the substation bus)
 

Currently Queued and Stacked projects (non-cluster)
· Applications that are queued will be notified that the 'lead' Impact Study has been completed within 5 business days of the completion of the SIS phase
· The utility will notify each queued project via email that their queue position has been updated, and that their current queue position is 'X'
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